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A VPDATE frowm the Predident...

The BFA has been continuing to work with FAA to provide better explanations for some of the information contained in
the final rule for the second class medical for commercial balloon pilots. Our concern was the footnote contained at the
bottom of page 15 and is listed as footnote 10. | have printed this footnote for you in full here. It states:

“The FAA notes that compensation for display of an aircraft from the ground does not constitute a
commercial operation. See Legal Interpretation to Karen Torres (March 17, 2011). A balloon operator may be
compensated for attending an event and displaying a balloon, including inflating the envelope while the
aircraft remains on the ground. An operation is generally considered a commercial operation when the
operator is compensated to fly the aircraft, with or without passengers. Further, a balloon pilot may exercise
private pilot privileges to fly the balloon at an event he or she received compensation for attending, provided
the compensation was not provided with the expectation that the operator fly the balloon during the event.
See Legal Interpretation to Tucker Comstock (Sept. 8, 1977); see also Legal Interpretation to Gary Bruce Eaton
(Dec. 7, 2012).”

You can read the entire rule https://tinyurl.com/faasecondclassfinalrule

In the BFA’s comments to the NPRM for this rule, we strongly opposed the requirement for pilots of both commercial
contract balloons displaying a logo or other advertising and special shape balloons, to hold the medical certificate.
This comment by BFA was based on the lack of risk to the flying public, posed by the operation of these types of
balloons. While the FAA upheld the need for a commercial pilot to hold the medical certificate while acting under a
paid contract for flying balloons bearing company names or logos, the language of footnote 10 makes the distinction
between pilots expected to fly and those that are not.

The explanation for this paragraph needs to be further separated into several parts for proper clarification. Most of
what is contained here relates to festival activities, but not always. Both commercial advertising balloons and special
shape aircraft may be paid a fee for attending an event, or in some cases, to simply display the balloon at a location.
This happens quite often with the RE/MAX fleet as most of you know. The key to understanding the first part of this
footnote lies in the invitation and/or agreement with the balloon operator. The balloon contracted to attend the event
may not be required to fly and it must be clearly stated that attendance is not contingent of flying. So a static display of
either a corporate balloon or special shape balloon without the expectation for flight is not considered a commercial
operation for which a medical will be required.


https://tinyurl.com/faasecondclassfinalrule

The second part of footnote 10 gets a little more complex. It states that the pilot who has been compensated to attend
the festival may also exercise their private pilot privileges to fly as long as there was no expectation to fly. What this
means is that the same pilot of a commercial advertising balloon or special shape may elect to fly should they desire,
as long as there is no expectation from the organizer or hiring company to fly. One caveat here is that these balloons
may not carry passengers assigned to the balloon by the organizer or compensating company. Example: You are
compensated by a festival to ground display your special shape only. You may do so without the medical. You may
even decide to fly if you wish, again without the medical. Since your compensation as a shape operator is above and
beyond what is given to all other participants, taking any provided passengers would be considered operating an
aircraft that is carrying passengers for hire and a medical would be required.

Confused yet? It's pretty simple. If an organizer is contracting a bunch of balloons to display in the park at a concert
and there is no intent for flight, any pilot may be paid or compensated to attend and display their balloon (with no intent
for flight) and no medical is required. This is a great benefit for special shape balloons in particular.

Remember that the 2018 update to the FSIMS (8900 guidance) still is in effect regarding compensation (Article K). The
key component is whether the pilot is required to fly to receive the benefits provided (lodging, meals, gifts, prize
money). If no passengers have paid for the ride except the sponsor who may have donated resources in order for the
event to take place, and the pilot receives no additional compensation for taking the passengers, then the pilot is not
operating an aircraft that is carrying passengers for hire. You can read the balloon-related section of
FSIMS https://bfa.net/images/FSIMS/2018-10-17 FSIMS-Balloon Section.pdf

The is another question that | have been asked that is now answered by referencing our brothers and sister in the
powered aircraft world and | thought it was important to this discussion as well. The scenario is this: If | own an auto
parts store and | also own a balloon with my store logo on it, am | required to be a commercial pilot and hold a second
class medical? The simple answer is “no” on both issues. No commercial certificate or medical required. If a person is
flying a balloon that has advertising on it and their duties to fly the balloon are duties that fall under their responsibility,
then flying the balloon is considered commensurate with their duties as an employee of the company. In the above
case, you own the company. You have ownership duties and flying the balloon falls into your responsibilities. This
would also apply to a person that is an employee of the company. There is no special compensation to fly the balloon,
but their salary covers all of his or her duties to the company, which may include piloting the company aircraft. This is
not considered compensation for flying.

This news has great benefits for our industry. The FAA included this footnote to clarify the full meaning of the rule of
compensation or hire. We did not get everything that we requested in our comments to the NPRM, but this
consideration given toward certain types of balloon operations that pose little or no risk to the flying public, will ease
the pain a little for this segment of our ballooning operators.

Stay safe out there.

Pat Cannon, BFA President
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Helpful Information & Worksheet 0

With the new regulation for Class 2 Medicals going into effect on May 22, 2022, this i
worksheet, and information about over-the-counter medications may be extremely helpful.

I--—--—--—--—--—
I
I

https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/licenses certificates/medical certification/medications/OTCMedicationsforPilots.pdf
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2023 BFA Youth Balloon Camp Dates & Locations

Hot Air Balloon Traditional Overnight Summer Camps (,edefa“On oF

Southeast Camp ~ Cordele, GA s %,
June 20th — 25th, 2023 S A %
Q ®
Rio Grande Camp ~ Albuquerque, NM —
July 8th — 13th, 2023 g
*
High Sierra Camp ~ Reno, NV %
July 16-21, 2023 Youh, prog™®

Hot Air Balloon Event Camps
DinahSoar Camp ~ Vernal, UT
Aug 24th — 25th, 2023

Spirit of Boise Classic Youth Camp -~ Boise, ID
September 1&2, 2023

All dates & details are subject fo change.

Preparation for the 2023 BFA Youth Camps has begun! We would like to thank all that have contributed to
the program.

The future of ballooning lies with the new young balloonist we bring into the sport. The camps play a vital
role in introducing and enticing our youth into this wonderful sport.

We hope the ballooning community will continue to be generous with their time, money, and other
donations to support the Youth Camps.

To inquire about how you can contribute to the camp program, please contact Katie Griggs
at youthprograms@bfa.net
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All BFA Camp pages will be combined into one
please see all BFA Camp pages and
information on Instagram and Facebook now
at the “Balloon Federation of America Youth

Program” page.




2022 Ed Yost Master Pilot
Award Recipients

The Balloon Federation of America's Ed Yost Master Pilot
Award recognizes lighter than air (LTA) pilots who have
demonstrated professionalism, skill, and aviation expertise by
maintaining safe operations for 40 or more consecutive years
as active pilots.

For more information Ed Yost Master Pilot Award (bfa.net)

Blair Beard Brain Beazly
Gail Behringer Gordon Boring
Frank Campanale Lloyd Cates
Ted Gauthier Robert Grimes
Greg Hanson Pete Hawkins
Bud Hebrlee Dan Hoehler
Greg Livadas Graham Luckett
David Rapp Michael Shouse
Scott Vesely Pam Clemons

2023 SAFETY SEMINARS

1/28/23 Black Hills Balloons Hot Air Balloon Safety Seminar BFA Approved
Custer, SD Registration: damien@blackhillsballoons.com

2/18/23 Highland Balloon Repair Safety Seminar BFA Approved
Zoom & Flight Registration: https://www.cognitoforms.com/.../HighlandBalloonRepair202...

2/18/23 Southeast Safety Seminar and Fun Fly Pending
Approval Cordele, GA Registration: americanballoons@gmail.com

2/25/23 Carolina Balloon Association Annual Safety Seminar and Fun Fly Pending
Approval Statesville, NC Registration: roger.clark@live.com or 864-631-3243

2/25/23 Iowa Balloonist Association Continuing Education Safety Seminar BFA Approved
Indianola, Iowa Registration: hotairrepair@aol.com

3/4/23 Great Eastern Balloon Association Continuing Education Seminar BFA Approved
Scranton, PA Registration: https://gebaballoon.org/continuing-education/

3/11/23 Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar BFA Approved
Jefferson, Oregon Registration: www.wasballoon.info

3/25/23 IL/IN Continuing Education Seminar BFA Approved
Danville, IL Registration: dean@heritagedevelop.com
https://www.bagiballoon.org/seminar.html

5/1/23 BFA Online Seminar — Release date May 1°,
Filmed at the IL/IN Continuing Education Seminar BAGI



mailto:damien@blackhillsballoons.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cognitoforms.com%2FHighlandBalloonRepairLLC%2FHighlandBalloonRepair2023SafetySeminartoBenefitTheBFAYouthCamps%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3QpwfikTAUtvfgsOflI1wlhsulqhWbmPv3UkUHSV_PDNbdfor_zywVmgg&h=AT3cJQS9qe_0D4c8yO28z65hFXqei5YYmq8W4THsJtuFCFYLVG8D7MslhRB_Pf1P2r_umeLveN5qVVnfIQIrj9Ihg3tFgDfc8JiteF73lxSFJ9ilMyAXAX-G5sQ2rBsLbwxrvNz1nyTrLcOhag&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3x_Xl7iIcTiu7iTlsVL1H-d7o3-TkfgytKiXaRQxWqideigBZm_GL7q8_HUT4eHHI5paIg0WbfeQg75_e83U1E5li-_YNuR36yZvl-5QssnPPBa2SSwCbE-svPy3f2zT8yihFg5khWbJtRR25OurW-SeW_tnlZNmmZpIzJnET38xrzL0LABnR7m1JJR7OJpzuroqDDDp8m
mailto:americanballoons@gmail.com
mailto:roger.clark@live.com
mailto:hotairrepair@aol.com
https://gebaballoon.org/continuing-education/
http://www.wasballoon.info/
mailto:dean@heritagedevelop.com
https://www.bagiballoon.org/seminar.html
https://bfa.net/ed-yost-master-pilot-award/

UPCOMING

Organigers & Balloovwneisters

It is time to submit your event and seminar information to the BFA for publication on the website.

Go to www.bfa.net click on Event then to Submit Calendar Event. Once we receive the information, we will
update your information and update you once it is complete. If you have questions or need assistance,
please contact Denise (515) 961-8809 or via email at bfaoffice@bfa.net

The National Balloon Museum

Open House
Saturday, March 4"
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Presenting the new exhibit portraying the first flight in 1783 in France. Designed, painted,
and built by Jean-Pierre Lair from New Mexico.

The program will begin at 2:00 pm with Jean-Pierre and his wife, Lydia in attendance to tell
the Montgolfier story and answer questions.

This is a great honor for Indianola and the National Balloon Museum.

Public is welcome, Free admission.


http://www.bfa.net/
mailto:bfaoffice@bfa.net

Celebration of Life

January 28, 2023, at 11:00 a.m.

First Orlando Church

(Formerly First Baptist Church)
3000 S. John Young Parkway,

Orlando, Florida 32805

Skyor Howe Mesa, AZ

William Jones Louisville, KY
Sanne Haarhuis Chelsea, MI

Alecia DePew Nashua, NH
Lonnie Carreathers Rio Rancho, NM
Mathew Deram Albuquerque, NM
Riley Plumadore Dandridge, TN
Lucas Heartsill San Angelo, TX
Cesar Perez Pineda Queretaro, Mexico
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Brian Schwontkowski Fox River Grove, IL ®
Benjamin Leatherman East Leroy, MI ®
Annmarie Curry Haw River, NC °®
Jacob Quintana Albuguerque, NM °
Evelyn Kent Albuguerque, NM
Debbie Smith Delaware, OH ®
Scott Boyle Jefferson City, TN L
Wayne Henry Dallas, TX o
o
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Marshall Nall of Alabama CAAP Level 1-Apprentice

For more information in participating in the PAAP or ]
the CAAP
please go to: www.bfa.net under the education tab.
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