
Dwight Cramer, Munnsville, NY

Dear voting members of the BFA:

My name is Dwight Cramer. I am a lifelong (55
years) resident of Munnsville, NY, a small farm
and factory town in CNY, located within a
convenient driving distance of the cities of
Syracuse and Utica.

I had humble, happy beginnings as a hard
working farm boy. Upon graduating from high
school in 1980, I briefly attended college to
study carpentry, but then after missing the farm
so much, I signed my name on a dotted line to
purchase half the herd and thus joined my
father in operation of the family farm for
another 9 years.  After spending a total of 28
years of my life in the dairy industry, we
received an offer to sell the operation and
decided to accept. 

I built myself a new home on property kept out of the sale with the equity I had earned, and subsequently started a
construction company, which is still in operation, now 27 years later.  It was at about the same time that I took my
first hot air balloon ride. I was hooked immediately, and soon began crewing for that pilot and taking flight
instruction.  By 1999 I had earned my commercial certificate and have been flying balloons ever since. 

To date I have over 1700 hours as PIC, participating in approximately eight balloon festivals in the northeast every
year (a few of which I have served as balloonmeister), while also running my small balloon ride business in the same
town where I grew up.  My flights take me over my old farm, and across a vast area of dairy and horse farms.  My
farm upbringing prepared me in many ways for flying and landing in farm country.  I have a keen understanding of
the weather, animal behavior, and those who continue to till the soil and work with the animals.

I view hot air ballooning as a rare art, one that is still vastly misunderstood by the general public, and one that has
also faced some tough scrutiny in light of recent tragedies. It is also an art that is loved and cherished by those who's
lives have been touched by it. The BFA has been and will continue to be an important organization, promoting safety,
education and a solid future for hot air ballooning. I look forward to doing my part to continue that tradition if chosen
to represent the northeast region.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dwight Cramer
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