
Tony Saxton, Nicholson, PA

I would like to introduce myself.  I am Tony Saxton from Fleetville, Pennsylvania. 
Fleetville is a small town in Northeastern PA.  I have been involved in hot air
ballooning since the early 1980s.  I crewed for a local balloonist in the area for many
years and eventually started to learn to fly.  I received my private rating in 1998 and
my commercial certificate in 2000.   Since then I have dipped my toes into many
areas of our sport such as balloon festival organizer, Balloonmeister, special shape
pilot, and co-owner of Endless Mountains Hot Air Balloons, Inc. 
My brother and I have owned and operated a small balloon ride operation which has
expanded to two locations in Pennsylvania.  Our business started out with one balloon
and has grown to 5 balloons, including a special shape.  Before this I managed and
flew for another small ride operation for a local balloonist. I am also serving my 6th

year as a board of director for the Great Eastern Balloon Association, 2nd as President
and 4th year as the Great Eastern Balloon Association Safety Seminar Chairperson.
My biggest concern in ballooning is the potential implications of possible regulations that may be recommended to
the FAA by the NTSB.  If the FAA takes action on these recommendations it will change the way that our festivals
operate, as well as the way our local passenger flights take place.  Passenger rides, particularly at the festival level,
are very different in the northeast than anywhere else in the country.  It is important to me that our region is
represented and interests are looked after locally as well as on the national level.  Those balloonists that only fly
passengers at festivals are just as important as those of us that fly passengers on a more regular basis.
I feel that the Professional Ride Operators Division (PRO) “Safety Accreditation Program” needs to be something
achievable by both small as well as large ride operators.  Safety should be our number one concern and The
Professional Ride Operators Division should represent and work with all of you to help lessen the number of accidents
and incidents within our sport.  Together we can put a positive influence on ballooning.  Part of this goal is to make
sure the Professional Ride Operators Division has strong leadership. 
While speaking with fellow balloonists at some recent festivals, many did not even know what PRO is or why it exists.
PRO needs to work so that everyone knows what they are, what the division has to offer, and how the division can
help us all. 
I am looking forward to working with PRO as a GEBA board member and, hopefully, your elected representative!
Thank you for your support,
Tony Saxton
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