


An open letter to all members of the
Balloon Federation of America

| write to you as President of the
Corn Palace Balloon Club, operated
out of Mitchell, SD. We operate as
a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation.
We are dedicated to preserving and
exhibiting the special shaped hot-air
balloons formerly associated with
the Soukup & Thomas International
Balloon & Airship Museum.

| trust most of you are familiar with
our balloons; “Uncle Sam,” “Chick-
I-Boom” (Patterned after Carmen
Miranda), “Balloon Hilda” (Witch
flying onabroom), and“Matrioshka”
(Russian Nesting Doll).

As the economy faltered and
balloon events were forced to
tighten their belts or went away
completely with less sponsorship
dollars available, our organization
also felt the effects.

Jacques Soukup and Kirk Thomas
accumulated and ultimately left in
our hands this unique and amazing
fleet of balloons.

We are a group of dedicated, hard
working volunteer pilots from
South Dakota. With our collective
accomplishments, | would dare to

say the abilities of our pilots are as
capable as any in the world.
Unfortunately, our marketing skills do
not match our flying skills. Over the
past years our financial challenges
have grown, as less and less events
have been able to support our
efforts of flying and exhibiting the
balloons.

These balloons are classic icons of
the amazing special shape balloons
of today’s world. We continue our
commitment to preserving and
exhibiting these balloons. Nothing
better represents our great country
than “Uncle Sam”

| am asking the collective
ballooning community for any
help, ideas you may have to offer,
contacts we may make, to help
us keep these special balloons
available for the rest of the world
to enjoy.

Jon Kolba

BFA Life Member #106949
President, Corn Palace Balloon Club
jQuestballoon@yahoo.com
605-321-3623

CAAP announces
updated program

SUBMITTED BY KATIE GRIGGS, BFA BOARD LIASON
We are happy to announce that we
have updated the CAAP program. It
was time for a fresh look at what the
crew does and to appreciate their
achievements.
The Crew Achievement Award
Program was in part designed to
increase recognition of the often-
unsung heroes of our sport - the
dedicated crew.
Formally recognizing crew
members and involving them
in this program will mean crews
will be more knowledgeable and
enthused about ballooning - which
will ultimately mean safer flights.
With this new program we have a
challenging and fun way for the
crew to chart their progress. It will
not only make ballooning safer for
all of us, but a way for crew to get
more involved.
Let’s give our crew the recognition
they deserve.

Please check out the new improved
CAAP on the website at:
BFA Crew Achievement
Award Program
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http://www.bfa.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=374:caap&catid=55:crew-achievement-awards&Itemid=88889137
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“Spirit of Annie” Nominations Sought

SUBMITTED BY BETH DAVIDSON, NOBPA AWARDS CHAIR
Nominations are now being
accepted for “The Spirit of Annie
Award”  This prestigious award
was established by the Northeast
Ohio Balloon Pilots Association in
memory of a very special observer,
Annie Pryne. It will be awarded
when an observer, organizer, official
or event volunteer most typifies the

NOBPA"

Northeast Ohio Balloon
Pilots Association

dedication, hard work and love of
ballooning that set Annie apart.
Some of the past recipients include
Patty Cramer, Jim Diebel, Kim
Wilson, Bev Zanella, Maury Sullivan,
Bob and Dottie Humbert, Mike
Gilligan, Gary Britton and last years’
recipient, Debbie Spaeth.

Annie’s spirit was indomitable
and nothing, not even age or
terrain, stood in her way when
she accepted the responsibility to
make sure all competitive pilots
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were treated equally and fairly. The
vision of Annie, spray paint can in
one hand and tape measure in the
other, standing in the middle of an
intersection protecting a baggie
or the memory of Annie wading
through a wet cornfield measuring
back to an intersection, personifies
not only Annie’s spirit but the spirit
of observing.

CRITERIA
1. To be awarded only when
anominee meets all the
qualifications, it is not necessary
that the award be given on an
annual basis.
2.To be awarded to an observer,
organizer, official or event
volunteer who best personifies the
“Spirit of Annie”
3. A nominee will have observed
or been an event worker for no less
than 5 years.
4. A nominee will hold a credible
presence in the sport of ballooning,
respected by observers, officials,
and pilots.
5. Anominee will show a
willingness to share experience
and knowledge.

6. A nominee will have a positive
attitude.

7. A nominee will have a
commitment to the sport and

the improvement of all aspects of
competitive ballooning and will be
strong enough to speak out when
needed.

8. Most importantly, the nominee
must have the ability to enjoy
and interact with people from all
aspects of the sport.

Nominations will be reviewed by
the NOBPA Board, HACD Board and
the past 5 living recipients of “The
Spirit of Annie Award” The winner
will be announced and honored
at a national competition in the
summer of 2016.

Nominations should be submitted
to Beth Davidson, NOBPA Awards
Committee, at bdskyangel@aol.com.

Deadline for nominations is
March 31, 2016.
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HACD Announces
2016 Simpli ed Rules

SUBMITTED BY HACD BOARD
The HACD Board has approved a
simplified set of competition rules for
use in events submitting scores for
the NEL. These simplified competition
rules are used by events desiring to
submit scores to be included in the
HACD National Eligibility List System.

Download a PDF file of the BFA
Simplified Competition Rules here :
2016 BFA Simplified
Competition Rules

2016 Balloon Camps
are lled to capacity

BFA Youth Program Chair, Mike
Shrum, reports that the 2016 BFA
Youth Balloon Camps are filled!
This year’s camps are scheduled
in Albuquerque, NM from July 9th
to July 14th and in Kutztown, PA

from July 10th to July 14th.

The camps provide hands-on
workwithvariousballoonsystems
(including rigging, tethering and
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pack-up), and interactive class
sessions so the campers will learn
quickly. Campers also learn what
isimportant to pilots and crew, all
while in a fun and safety-oriented
environment.
Topics may include Crew Safety,
Pilot Training, Weather, Airspace,
Balloon Systems, Repair &
Maintenance, Mapping & GPS,
Career Exploration, and MORE!
The $425 camp tuition covers
meals and housing in the secure
campus dormitories, and all the
fun! When camp ends, campers
leave as a more valuable crew
members who are better prepared
for becoming a safe pilot. Campers
also develop lasting friendships
with their peers in ballooning.

Donations are needed for

the 2016 Camps

Help grow the sport and welcome
the next generation of balloonists
by donating to the BFA Youth
Program. Mike reports that they
still need to fund 4 scholarships
for this year’s camps.
Please  contact  Shrum  at
youthprograms@bfa.net for more
information.
The Balloon Federation of America’s
Youth Program bene ts the youth of
ballooning and ensures the future
of ballooning.Through education,
summer camps, training, and
mentorship, we provide youth
the ability to discover and grow
in the sport of ballooning. Our
volunteers mentor youth helping
them achieve their goals.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MARK RUSSELL

PRO to Get
New Website

PRO is getting ready to roll out a
brand new website in early March
2016 which offer more tools for our
membership and our customers.
Here are the updates:

* A Member Listing page

* Educational Customer FAQ’s page
(This is to educate customers about
what to ask an operator when
researching for a ride operator to
fly with.)

* A members section/forum for
operators, pilots
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get references
on potential
employees or sub contractors.
As well for those companies that
are members to have a link from
the PRO website, which will be
directly linked to BFA website, to
the members company site. And
to be a resource to operators in all
geographical areas if a problem
arises with either landowners, local
law enforcement or city ordinances.
The PRO Board members are
reaching out to areas across the U.S.
at safety seminars and continuing
education events to answer
questions and

recruit operators and pilots to join
the Division.
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Monthly gallery of BFA Member submitted photos

INn the Spotlight

1. February 2016 in Palm Springs, CA

-Photo by Victor Banta / Submitted by Bubba Cliver

2. “Firenze” flown by Koh Murai at the Tulip
Festival at the Wooden Shoe Bulb Company,
Woodburn, Oregon.

3. “Outer Limits” flown by Dale Justice at the
Tulip Festival at the Wooden Shoe Bulb Company,
Woodburn, Oregon.

-Photos by Shari Gale / Willamette AeroStat Society
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